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Cleansing the Conscience of Sins

What Is Righteousness?

We’ve been talking so much about righteousness and about the fact that our new spirit has become the
righteousness of God in Christ. But what is righteousness really? You may or may not have asked yourself
that question before. Righteousness is that nature of God that defines His character and His ways of
doing all things. It's the character of God to always be right and perfect in everything. It’s about who He is.
How He thinks is always right. What He says is always right. What He does is always right, because He is
God. We can also call it the quality of rightness. It’s the rightness of God. He is never wrong. He is always
right no matter what any other being might say. He could never be wrong. When it comes to the things of
this world, if God says to a flower “You're a tree,” that flower will have no choice but turn into a tree,
because God can never lie and He has to be always right. When God said in Genesis: “Light be!,” light came
into existence. When Jesus cursed the fig tree in Mark 11 and decreed over it: “May no one ever eat fruit
from you again,” the fig tree had no choice but to comply and wither away. That is power. He creates and
curses with His words. He imposes His reality into things and circumstances. However, when it comes to
people, God’s righteous words will never infringe people’s free will and authority. God’s words referring to
people need to be first freely accepted by them through faith before they come to pass in their lives. In
other words, people have the choice and they decide whether a righteous word from God will come to
pass in their lives or not. When God said to Abraham in Genesis 17:5 “l have made you a father of many
nations” and He even changed his name from Abram to Abraham to reflect that reality, what God said
eventually came to pass, but not without Abraham’s cooperation of faith. When God said to believers in 2
Corinthians 5:21 that they have become His righteousness in Christ when they received Christ into their
lives by faith, what God said came into being. When God said to believers in 1 Peter 2:24 that they were

healed, that righteous word comes to pass in their lives, only when they freely choose to accept it by faith.

When this righteousness of God is imparted into our spirit at the new birth, it gives us right standing with

God, because there is a legal side to righteousness as well. However, first and foremost, righteousness is a



nature the same way sin is a nature. When we were born physically in this world, we were born sinners
before we did anything bad, because of the sinful nature we inherited from Adam. That sinful nature
carried along with it the legal guilty standing before God as well. Likewise, when we were born again from
the Spirit, we received a new nature of righteousness by faith, before doing anything good. Our good
deeds didn’t make us righteousness the same way our sinful deeds didn’t make us sinners. But our
righteousness nature prompts us to good works while our sinner nature makes us do sinful deeds. Our

actions are vastly influenced by our nature.

When Adam entered spiritual death, he became sin both legally and vitally. His spirit’s nature was altered,
he entered death, and his legal standing with God became that of a condemned person. Because of him,
the whole human race died in its nature as well. However, the Bible tells us in Romans 5:15-19 that Christ,
who is the last Adam, not only canceled what the first Adam did, by reconciling us back to God legally, but
did much more. He gave us the free gift of righteousness as a nature. Let’s read this whole passage

together:

Romans 5:15-19 (NKJV)

> But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one man’s offense many died, much more the grace of God and the
gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many.

® And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned. For the judgment which came from one offense
resulted in condemnation, but the free gift which came from many offenses resulted in justification.

7 For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of
the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.)

8 Therefore, as through one man’s offense, judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one
Man’s righteous act, the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life.

9 For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.

Christ should have accomplished at least what Adam did, right? Otherwise, He would have been less
powerful than Adam. Of course, what Christ did was towards spiritual life, and not to spiritual death. But
Christ had to perform an alteration in both the legal status and the vital state of believers and put them
back in the position of righteousness in which Adam was, right? The interesting part is that Christ did
something much better than what Adam did. The position and nature of Adam before the Fall was one of
positive righteousness maintained by and conditioned on Adam’s obedience to God’s command. It was not
a fixed, eternal, and unconditional righteousness independent of his deeds. If Jesus Christ were to just
undo what Adam did, that meant that people who were going to believe in Him, would have only been
brought back from minus to zero, having a clean slate and a temporary conditional righteousness. People

in that position would have had to earn unconditional and fixed righteousness on their own by their
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obedience to God’s laws and commands. But Jesus didn’t leave believers in that position. He has undone
what Adam did, but He also earned unconditional eternal righteousness by His obedience to the Law

during His life, and then gave it as a gift to believers. That is amazing!!!

Romans 5:19 says that, since through Adam, humans were made sinners both legally and in their nature,
through Christ, the born again Christians were also made righteous both legally and in their spirit’s nature.
That’s reciprocity. If they were not made righteous in nature as well as legally, Christ would have been less
powerful than Adam and that is not biblical. Since sin (or spiritual death) was not just imputed legally to
Adam and to the rest of the human race, now righteousness (or spiritual life) is not just imputed legally to
Christians. However, Christ did much more than that. He freely gave believers God’s unconditional eternal
righteousness that He earned on earth by His irreproachable obedience to the Law. The quality of His
righteousness is superior to the one Adam had initially. Jesus didn’t let believers earn it on their own by
their obedience as Adam was supposed to do before the Fall. That is amazing! Jesus obeyed and fulfilled all
the commands and conditions of God from Deuteronomy 28 and gave that obedience to believers as a gift.
It’s exactly this righteousness of Jesus Christ present in the reborn spirit of the new creation that gives
Christians the legal right to health and prosperity on this earth. That is why they are no longer subject to
the law of sin and death, but live by the law of the Spirit of life (Romans 8:2). They are immune to sickness,
disease, and lack, if they start believing that they have Jesus’ righteousness. That is why sin, with all its
negative effects, no longer has dominion over believers (Romans 6:14). And it doesn’t have anything to do

with their good deeds or their sanctification, but it’s only based on Jesus’ righteousness.

Before the cross, Abraham was only credited righteousness (Romans 4); it was given to him just legally in
advance; it was imputed to him because of his faith, but his nature was still a sinner’s nature and it wasn’t
yet righteousness. However, after the cross, when we are born again, we are no longer given
righteousness just legally. We are born into righteousness; we are born righteous. Eternal life is given to us
as a gift because of righteousness. Human beings are not given the human nature and life in general as a
gift after they are born. They are simply born as humans. In the same way, the new creations in Christ are
born righteous in their spirit’s nature. Before the cross, righteousness was given and imputed to sinful
people only legally, based on their faith or obedience to the Law. However, after the cross, righteousness
is imparted to born-again believers as a nature, as well. Christians have the exact same nature as God
Himself, here on earth, just as Jesus had. They have the ability in their spirit, through the Holy Spirit, to
think right, talk right, be in the right places at the right time, and do the right things, even unconsciously.
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They are the wisdom of God in Christ (1 Corinthians 1:30). They are led by the Holy Spirit even

unconsciously if they choose to believe in this righteousness and are aware of it.

When you believe and declare “l am holy” or “I am righteous,” based on what the Word says, despite your
sinful behaviors, you don’t deny the presence of those sinful deeds in your life. You are not arrogant or not
humble enough. You rather deny the right of the sinful actions to remain in your life. You dictate change to
your sinful actions, because you are righteousness and you cannot lie, exactly like God. Just as God
decreed "Let there be light" to the darkness that covered the earth, so are you dictating the Word of God
to your emotions or circumstances and your reality has to obey and align with those words of
righteousness. If you feel depressed and you begin saying that you are full of peace and joy (Romans
14:17), you don’t deny your depression, but you deny its right to stay. Depression has to leave and convert
into peace and joy in your soul and emotions, because you have decreed with your mouth what is true in
your spirit and what you want to have instead of depression. Peace has to manifest in your emotions. Your
emotional state has to adjust according to your words, because they are the words of a king and words of

righteousness:

Ecclesiastes 8:4 (NKJV)
*Where the word of a king is, there is power.

When you are sick or feel any pain and begin declaring the Word, that you have been healed by His stripes
(1 Peter 2:24), you don’t deny the presence of that pain, but you deny its right to stay. You command to
your body to adjust its state according to righteousness. If your body was sick, now it has to become
healed because of your righteous words. The same thing happens when you declare words of prosperity
over your life: what you say has to come into being because it’s based on the Word. Notice that you
cannot just declare or command anything that comes to your mind, but only what is based on the Word,
and only what is included in your rights and inheritance in Christ. Moreover, you cannot impose things or
command things over other people, because they have a free will and authority like you as well, especially

other believers.

Positional vs. Practical Righteousness

Now let’s talk a little bit about positional vs. practical righteousness. The fact that they still do sinful
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actions after they were born again, bewilders believers. On the one hand, the Bible says that Christians
ARE ALREADY righteous, but on the other hand, in reality, they don’t see that righteousness MANIFESTING
YET completely. There is a tension between "the already” and “the not yet,” and there is a so-called
positional righteousness vs. practical (or behavioral) righteousness theory. The way these two types of
righteousness are usually understood is the following: believers are still sinners in their spirit’s nature, and
only their legal standing with God changed. In other words, God just considers believers to be righteous
from a legal standpoint, but they are not righteous in reality in their nature as well. That’s the definition of
positional righteousness. Then these believers have to prefect their righteousness by improving their
external behavior. They accomplish that by trying to be as moral as possible —that is, reading the Word to
see what God expects from them morally and then trying to implement it in their lives. That’s the
definition of practical righteousness. However, these two terms create the false assumptions that I've just
described unconsciously in believers’ minds and don’t depict accurately what is the actual truth. That
happens also because of a lack of understanding of the concepts of spirit, soul, and body. A better
terminology for the two types of righteousness would be the following one: innate righteousness vs.

activated righteousness.

These new designations create better assumptions that are closer to reality, because it’s not just the legal
standing of believers that has changed into righteousness, but the nature of most important part of their
identity (that is, their spirit) has become righteousness in its essence as well. Has Adam’s spirit been
affected only legally when he sinned in his body? Did he only exchange legal positions? No, his spirit was
tangibly affected and changed in its essence. His spirit became death. In the same way, the spirit of
Christians has become righteousness in essence. Only their minds and bodies have to catch up with the
change that took place in their spirit and their mind needs to be renewed. The so-called positional
righteousness should cover or describe the change both in the legal standing (status) and the vital state of
the spirit. The practical (or behavioral) righteousness should cover or refer to the renewal of the mind in all

aspects, not just morally.

We can use a smartphone with all its potentialities as a comparison to better illustrate the innate
righteousness and activated righteousness. The embedded possibilities that the smartphone comes with
can be likened to innate righteousness, while learning how to use the smartphone in our daily lives
(learning about apps for different needs, installing them and then using them) can be compared to the
activated righteousness. Meditation on the Word and renewal of the mind is the process of activating
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righteousness. For instance, 1 Corinthians 10:13 is a verse in the area of temptations and self-control that
needs to be meditated upon, personalized, and applied. 1 Peter 2:24 is a verse in the area of divine
physical healing that should be used for meditation, personalization, and application in our daily lives.
Likewise, 3 John 1:2 is a passage in the area of prosperity in all areas of life, and 2 Corinthians 8:9 as well as
2 Corinthians 9:8 are two passages in the area of prosperity as well, but more specifically related to

finances (that is, wealth, debts, and loans).

Newborn babies have all the potentialities of the human nature in them at birth (i.e. playing instruments,
swimming, painting, engineering, driving cars, manufacturing, etc.), but they need to grow, develop their
potentialities, and learn some of these skills by practicing them until they are activated and become an
integral part of them. They become automatic as part of their being at the subconscious level. In the
beginning of learning a new habit or skill, the process is difficult (i.e. learning to drive a car), but through
practice, it becomes easy as second nature. People born of God are the same. Ephesians 2:10 says that we
are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared before hand so that we

would walk in them.

On one hand, believers were created perfect and complete, that is, in their spirits and that is shown in

verses like Hebrews 10:14 and 12:23:

Hebrews 10:14 (NKJV)
' For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.

Hebrews 12:23 (NKJV)
3 to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of
just men made perfect.

On the other hand, they are also being perfected in faith, love, and holiness in their minds (that is, in their
reasoning, thinking, will, emotions, speech, conscience) and in their bodies (that is, in their actions). We

can see that illustrated in James 2:22, 1 Peter 5:10, and 1 John 4:12:

James 2:22 (NKJV)
2 Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect?

1 Peter 5:10 (NKJV)
' But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect,
establish, strengthen, and settle you.
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1John 4:12 (NKJV)
2 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us.

There is one more passage in 2 Corinthians 7:1 that talks about perfecting holiness, but also about the

possibility of a spirit to be defiled and we need to explain that. Let’s read the passage:

2 Corinthians 7:1 (NKJV)
' Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let’s cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God.

You may wonder how can a spirit be defiled since we just learnt that it’s righteous? First, in the same way
that defilement of the body doesn’t change the nature of the body, the defilement of the spirit doesn’t
change the nature of the spirit. Second, defilement of the body is generally related to sexual immorality in
the Scripture, while defilement of the spirit is related to idolatry and wrong worship. That makes sense
when we also think about the kind of worship God likes —in spirit and truth (John 4:23). Furthermore, the
context of 2 Corinthians 7:1 verse, meaning chapter 6, is about being yoked with unbelievers and about
worship of idols in Corinth. Those things can defile the spirit, but cannot change the righteousness of the

spirit’s nature, or cause the loss of salvation.
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